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saying, by presenting much more of the maternal than of the
paternal resemblance. For whereas 'Abd-Allah is, like his
father, short, stout, large-headed and thick-necked, a very bull
in appearance^ Sa'ood is tall, slender, handsome, and with a
strong trace of the careless Bedouin expression in his counte-
nance. Open and generous, fond of show and horsemanship,
he is a great favourite with the "liberal" party, who entitle
him "Aboo-'hala," literally, "father of welcome," from the
" Ya-'hala," or "welcome" with which he is wont to greet
whoever approaches him. Whereas 'Abd-Allah stands forth the
head of the orthodox party, who look up to him as their main
support and future hope.

Of course the two brothers, almost equal in age, are at daggers
drawn, and cannot even speak peaceably to each other. Feysul,
to prevent frequent collision, has appointed Sa'ood regent of
Yemamah and Hareek, with Salemee'yah for chief residence, thus
putting him at a distance from Eiad, where 'Abd-Allah resides
in quality of special governor over the town. Meantime Sa'ood,
by his easy access and liberal conduct, has won the hearts of his
immediate subjects, and of all opposed to rigorism in the other
provinces. Hence it is universally believed that the death of
Feysul will prove the signal for a bloody and equally matched
war between the Eomulus and Remus, or, if you will, between
the Don Henry and Don Pedro, of Nejed. So far as two despots
and two evils admit of a choice, my own good wishes go with
Sa'ood. Fesul, however, from orthodoxy and perhaps sympathy,
favours the elder brother, and tries to keep the second in the back-
ground. Once only, on occasion of some troubles in Wadi Dowfisir,
he appointed Sa'ood leader of the armament about to be sent
thither. But he soon lepented him of having thus given him
an opportunity for public display, when Sa'ood, after a brief but
brilliant campaign, reappeared at Riad accompanied by two
hundred picked men, all richly dressed in handsome scarlet uni-
form, with gold broidery, silvered swords, costly housings, and
" each man mounted on his capering beast," in a splendour
unknown even to the days of the first 'Abd-Allah, and equally
offensive to paternal bigotry and fraternal jealousy. Sa'ood was
ordered back with speed to Salemee'yah, whence, however, we
shall soon see him return, and I will then duly relate what